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Donations are always 
very much appreciated.
You can transfer a sum 
to:

IBAN: 
NL96RABO0103484620 
BIC 
RABONL2U 

t.n.v. Kenya Foundation 
Equal Chances

Without your help, there 

would be no food for the 

children.

Dear donors, generous givers and employees from companies, or-
ganisations and churches who have donated or sponsor  
the foundation,

There is only one month left of 2017. It has been a hectic year for Kenya, with 
tumultuous elections. Undoubtedly, you have received news of the elections via media 
and newspapers and you are aware of the fact that the result of the elections in August 
has been annulled by the Supreme Court.

After weeks of uncertainty, new elections took place on the 26th of October, which 
were boycotted by the opposition. This resulted in a meagre 39% turnout, a victory 
for the sitting president, who received 98% of the votes. Despite a new plea by the 
opposition to annul the result of these elections as well, the result has remained valid. 
Kenya will therefore remain a divided country.

For the ordinary Kenyan, the current state of politics does not impact his day to day 
life. People crave quiet, stability, less corruption, education, work for the younger part 
of the population and renewed hope for a better future.

Food
The availability of food in Kenya unfortunately hasn’t improved in the last months. 
The stock of corn has dropped to an alarming level. This is partly caused by the “army 
worm”, a larvae plague, which affected a large part of the corn harvest. This is a 
growing problem, not only in Kenya, but in the entire region. Uganda, for instance, one 
of the neighbouring countries, has already lost 40% of its harvest.

The price of food has therefore skyrocketed and the government is trying to import 
large quantities of corn, to stabilise the situation. The result of the upcoming harvest 
is still uncertain due to the downpour in the Rift area, Kenya’s agricultural area. The 
downpour is a large threat to the availability of food and shortages are expected to 
appear from April 2018 onwards.

We sincerely hope that despite all the upcoming challenges, Kenya’s population will 
suffer through this, and that peace will return to the country.
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Project applications and donations
As you have been able to read in the newsletter of last May, there was at the time a severe need for 
educational supplies in both Nairobi and Mombase. The projects lacked things such as books, teaching 
materials ,stationary, blackboards and school furniture. For the purchase of these supplies, we applied for 
financial aid with the Mundo Crastino Meliori Foundation. This year, we once again received a positive 
response, for which we offer our sincerest gratitude.

Due to Mbone Selpher’s success story and graduation, the board has permitted Lilian Lisanza of Child 
Support in Mombase to start her schooling for the CECDE Certificate at the Shanzu Teachers Training 
College in Mombase.

Lilian Lisanza on her way to class.

The need for education and official certification 
is great and there are multiple teachers at 
both our projects who have become excited 
by Mbone and Lilian’s education. They hope to 
be awarded the opportunity to start schooling 
themselves. It is of great importance to the 
board to help the education of current or future 
teachers. Because of this, the board has applied 
for financial aid with the Dirk Bos Fund, because 
investing in education is also investing in the 
future. 

The Dirk Bos Fund offers help in the form of subsidies and aims to offer 
financial support to (preferably protestant Christian) organisations who offer 
direct help to children both in the Netherlands and abroad. The size of the 
subsidy differs per application. The board has applied for the education of 
two teachers located in Nairobi and further training for one teacher located 
in Mombase. Additionally, the board has applied for a sum for educative 
purposes for Child Support in Mombase.

Fund-raising for the purchase of land for the move of St. Dorcas
The insecurity about the continuation of St. Dorcas continues to exist, despite the fact that the lease has 
been extended to the end of 2018. The team of St. Dorcas is still actively raising money for the purchase 
of land. They hope to raise more money by fund-raising and distributing cards to friends and donors.
For the future, it would be best if land could be purchased on which St. Dorcas would be rebuilt and 
possibly expanded. If you can think of any companies who would be willing to invest in charities, please 
let us know. We would like to come in contact with these investors.

We are especially grateful for the amazing sum that Ludo and Mary-Lou Luyts have gifted our foundation 
for the move of St. Dorcas. In any case, we already have two names for the future classrooms for the new 

St. Dorcas.

Ludo en Mary-Lou Luyts
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Both the incredible contribution of Handelsveem and the gift of Erven Oosterling will be set aside for the 
purchase of ground and the move of St. Dorcas as well.

After our initiator Jan Stolk’s passing in 2006, his widow, Mrs. Hertha Stolk-Slawik has transferred an 
amazing sum each year, destined for the purchase of food for both our projects.
Thanks to the monthly or yearly donations from our loyal donors ECO Worldwide Solutions, Kwaliteit 
Gasmeting Nederland, NS-Systems, Jera Logistics BVBA, Cargo Uden and the Capellian Transport 
Entreprise, we were able to provide a significant contribution for food and firewood for cooking.
Both the rent of St. Dorcas and a small 
contribution for the teachers will be paid with 
these generous donations.

The gifts of the protestant city council Uitwijk-
Waardhuizen have allowed us for years to give 
the children in Nairobi and Mombase a Christmas 
party, a little extra food, an educational trip and 
to give the voluntary teachers a small bonus. The 
next newsletter will contain an extensive report 
on this subject.

Protestant city council Uitwijk-Waardhuizen

Gift of teaching materials by O.B.S. De Carrousel in Dalfsen
Unfortunately, the public primary school in Dalfsen had to close her doors 
at the start of the summer holidays. One of the board members has enjoyed 
teaching at the school for many years. Various schools in the region were 
allowed to take materials from the building and thanks to our board member, 
the foundation has received some leftover teaching materials. As a result, 
two crates of notebooks, a box with abaci and educational games are now 
in the possession of the foundation. They will be brought to Kenya as soon 
as possible. On behalf of the children in Kenya, we extend our sincerest 
gratitude.

Local gifts
The contribution from the community has helped St. Dorcas once again with 
the lack of food. Miss Zippora Kagema has shown incredible kindness by 
steadily supporting the project with rice, vegetable oil, sugar and beans.

Lift the Children has also helped by donating medical and sanitary facilities 
and food. A woman from the local community has kindly offered to sell 
vegetables from her own garden to St. Dorcas at wholesale prices.

Receiving all these gifts has meant that the children were able to eat 3 meals 
a day. Clothes have also been donated by the community.
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Income generated by the flour and corn shop in St. Dorcas, Nairobi
In previous newsletters, you were able to read that the price of food was rising steadily. Over the past few 
months, the price of food has increased once again due to the disappointing harvest and problems in the 
Mombase harbour.

Due to these issues, the team at St. Dorcas has come up with the idea to start a small store or kiosk, where 
ground corn and grains can be sold. For this purpose, a small Posho mill has been purchased.
It is expected that the revenue generated through this project will support the centre. There are no 
competitive mills or stores near St. Dorcas, and St. Dorcas has a close relationship with the community. 

This is the basis for a good and trustworthy relationship with the customers. The surrounding community 
consists of people with a relatively low salary compared to the rest of the population and the locals prefer 
local products that are within their budgets. The centre will grind part of the corn and grains itself and 
to minimise expenses, the teachers and students will work in the store on a voluntary basis. The locals 
can offer the corn and grains, harvested from their own land to the centre for grinding, which will in turn 
generate extra income for St. Dorcas. Additionally, the local community can purchase their daily groceries 
at the kiosk. This creates safety, because people no longer have to travel long distances for their daily 
groceries. The centre has also proposed to invite the parents to bring items that can be sold in the store, 
such as baked goods, bread and other farm products. The net profit will be shared with St. Dorcas: a win/
win situation!

It is vital for the continuity and self-sustainability of St. Dorcas that the centre will become less reliant on 
benefactors and donors. This realisation has led to the application of the plan for this store.
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Report Child Support, Mombase
Fortunately, we have received positive messages from Mombase.
Miss Metrine, one of the teachers, has gone back to teaching after her maternity leave. Both she and the 
baby are in good health.

Metrine gives a presentation for parents

The end of year exams took place from July 28th to August 2nd and afterwards, the school closed until 
August 28th. During this holiday, the first elections took place. Fortunately, the chaos that followed has 
not affected either of our projects negatively.

Handball team
St. Dorcas’ handball team has, after a local victory, participated in the National Games in Mombase. For 
a large part of the students, this was their first trip outside Nairobi. They were accompanied by Jacintha 
and Moses, the head of St. Dorcas. During this trip, they took the time to visit Child Support and exchange 
experiences.
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Drinking water
Clean drinking water remains hard to obtain. The current pump 
can only retrieve water up to a depth of 3 metres. In order to 
retrieve clean water from deeper ground levels, a different 
pump is required. The board has therefore received a request 
for financial aid for the purchase of a new pump.

Study
The team in St. Dorcas is doing well. As has been reported in 
the previous newsletter, Lilian Lisanza has started schooling 
for her CECDE Certificate at the Teachers Training College in 
Mombase. We are hoping that another teacher in Mombase, 
Sheila, will be able to start further training, if our application 
with the Dirk Bos Fund will be approved.
The Kenyan Syllabus will undergo changes in 2018, which will 
among other things result in the purchase of new books. We 
have submitted an application with the Dirk Bos Fund for this 
as well.

Food
The biggest challenge remains the lack of food. The price of 
food has skyrocketed and will not cease to rise and the chaos 
surrounding the elections has not done anything to prevent 
this. We all hope that peace will return in Kenya and the 
economy will become stable in the near future.

Students
The number of students has remained the same: 50 students 
are currently being educated by Child Support. The childrens’ 
caretakers still hope that the children will be able to complete 
primary school at Child Support, because a transition would be 
very tough on many of the children. The Ministry of Education 
demands that schools offer a full program up until 8th grade 
(until the children are twelve years old). This would require 
Child Support to build extra classrooms. Unfortunately, there 
is no such budget available, because this would affect free 
meals, education and reception, especially for children from 
poor families. At the moment, meals are being cut back on and 
the caregivers have started to pay a contribution for breakfast. 
At this point in time, there are 6 groups of children in Child 
Support.

The team of Child Support would like to thank the board and 
the generous donors and companies who support Kenya 
Foundation Equal Chances from the bottom of their hearts.

On behalf of the team in Mombase: Lilian, Lenjo, Sheila, 
Metrine and Esther.
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Report St. Dorcas, Nairobi
Despite the daily uncertainties over the amount of food and clean drinking water and the chaotic 
elections over the last few months, which has prevented the community from participating as much as it 
used to, the children and team are fortunately doing well. On an educative level, there have been many 
improvements due to the new teaching materials. The students in Nairobi are preparing for their exams at 
the moment.

Hand ball
When it comes to sports, our students excelled. 
The girls hand ball team was allowed to partake 
in the National Games in Mombase. Despite the 
limited facilities and gear, the girls were able 
to beat other, bigger schools, which has made 
them very happy and proud. Chris Msamba has 
made sure the girls had something to eat and 
drink and the government has taken care of 
transport and accommodation. On top of that, 
Jacintha and Moses have visited Child Support 
and both the children and the team had an 
amazing time in Mombase.

Food donated by local benefactors



8

Newsletter December 2017

New educational materials

The project to generate income has been mentioned earlier in this newsletter and we sincerely hope it will 
succeed.

Furniture
In order to get good results in school, children not only need 
food and books, but good furniture as well. The board has 
therefore put some money aside for new materials from which 
school furniture can be built. The picture below shows the 
result!

Books and educational materials
The course books that were needed at the time of the 
December newsletter for 2016, have been purchased. Thanks 
to the Foundation’s financial aid, the team of St. Dorcas was 
able to purchase two books per subject for every group. This 
will help improve the quality of the children’s education at St. 
Dorcas.

The team of St. Dorcas is very grateful for the continuing support of the Foundation and its benefactors 
and friends for giving the children hope for their future.

On behalf of the St. Dorcas team, Jacintha.



9

Newsletter December 2017

Approval project subsidy Dirk Bos Fund
At the very last moment, we have received the news that our application 
with the Dirk Bos Fund has been approved. This will mean that 2 teachers 
at St. Dorcas and one teacher at Child Support in Mombase will be able 
to start their further training and schooling. Additionally, money will be 
available for the purchase of additional teaching materials and books.

The sun has started to shine a little brighter in Kenya today, for both the children and their teachers. This 
is why we do what we do! After all:

INVESTING IN EDUCATION MEANS INVESTING IN THE FUTURE, 
THE FUTURE OF OUR CHILDREN IN KENYA AND THEIR TEAMS!

We wish you all happy holidays and love, health and happiness for 2018!

The board of the Kenya Foundation Equal Chances.

Kenya Foundation Equal Chances runs exclusively on gifts and sponsoring. All board members work on 
a voluntary basis and companies work either for free or at cost price. Every penny spent is accounted 

for and will go towards food, drinking water, education or housing for the children.
If you wish to donate to one of the current projects: the move of St. Dorcas, the store, the pump or the 

new exam candidates of 2018, it would be greatly appreciated.
We are incredibly grateful for every gift, great or small.

IBAN: NL96RABO0103484620 BIC RABONL2U 
in the name of Kenya Foundation Equal Chances
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Much thanks to all our loyal donors and companies.


