Newsletter December 2019

Dear donors and benefactors, employees of businesses, schools and
churches who follow and support the work of our foundation,
At the end of the year, we wish to share with you the progress and developments that
have taken place at Dorcas in Nairobi and Child Support in Mombase.
This newsletter will contain the following subjects:
• A foreword from our new chairman Daniël Stolk
• A farewell letter from our former chairwoman Anne-Marie Nieuwenhuizen
• Progress from our projects: Tezofarm, the move of Dorcas and the start of a store
• The last active contribution by our former chairwoman
• An application for a grant for the furnishing of classrooms at the Mundo Crastino
Meliori Foundation
• A report from Dorcas, Nairobi
• A report from Child Support, Mombase
Donations are always
very much appreciated.
You can transfer a sum
to:
IBAN:
NL96RABO0103484620
BIC
RABONL2U
t.n.v. Kenya Foundation
Equal Chances

Without your help, there
would be no food for the
children.

Colophon:
This newsletter is from Kenya
Foundation Equal Chances
Piet v/d Polsingel 28
3056 AK Rotterdam
Netherlands
Lay-out: Createkst
Editors: Elly van Maurik
Translation: Lisanne Burgers
Please send in copy via email:
info@gelijkekansen.org
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Foreword from our new chairman, Daniël Stolk

I’d like to start this last newsletter of 2019 by sharing my appreciation and gratitude for Anne-Marie
Nieuwenhuizen, who has handed over the reins of the chairmanship on October 25th, after almost fourteen
years.
Anne-Marie had mentioned wanting to take it slower before and the board naturally respects her decision.
She has facilitated a very smooth transition and we are very glad that she will remain connected to the
foundation as a donor. Thanks to good collaboration, the transition has occurred without a hitch and
we are able to continue our important work, made possible by your loyal support, for the hundreds of
underprivileged children in Nairobi and Mombase. Your sponsoring has helped provide education, food
and a chance of a better future for these children.
In 2008, the Kenyan government introduced “Kenya Vision 2030”, a long term mission to transform Kenya
into a ‘middle income country’ with less poverty, more security and a better standard of living for everyone.
Food security is the aim: daily access to sufficient, safe and varied food for millions of Kenyans.
In reality, the fragile balance between food security, income and agricultural output in Kenya are threatened
by climate change. Millions of people in Kenya have no or insufficient daily access to food. Drought is
threatening large parts of South and East Africa once more, including Kenya. Expensive food import
is necessary, causing the price of food to rise and leaving many Kenyans dependent on outside help.
Moreover, livestock farming has suffered from drought, agricultural output is down and the amount of
people who suffer from malnutrition is ever rising. In conclusion, balance is still far off.
Your support is crucial to helping our projects through these difficult times. It was mentioned in the April
newsletter that we are working towards a long term goal of self-sufficiency, alongside our monthly support.
We have taken the first steps, but 2020 will be an important year in this process, as explained later on in this
newsletter.

Daniël Stolk
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Farewell letter from our former chairwoman Anne-Marie Nieuwenhuizen
Board members, donors, sponsors and benefactors of Kenya Foundation Equal Chances, Chris Mshamba,
board, teachers and students of St. Dorcas in Nairobi and Child Support in Mombase. Webmaster Ilona
and her daughter Lisanne Burgers of Createkst, Rutger Ekris of printing office Publipush, accountants
Serge van der Wouwer and Dennis van Gorkom, Joost Rommens, BDO Breda.
Waardhuizen, November 1st, 2019
Dear all,
In everybody’s life there is a moment of realization when you get older, that health is indispensable to
being able to dedicate oneself to selected tasks on national administrative level, alongside work and
family.
I feel a deep gratitude that I have received my family’s strength and support to be able to do this work for
more than four decades, to dedicate myself to the interests of disabled people in the Netherlands and the
underprivileged children in Kenya.
After my late husband’s visit to Kenya in 2004, we started an educational project, to provide the orphans
and underprivileged children in the Dagoretti slums with both food and an education.
Our efforts have led to the founding of the Equal Chances Kenya Foundation on the first of February 2006.
The first board members were Daniel Stolk and Piet and Anne-Marie Nieuwenhuizen. The full story is
available in the Newsletter of July 2016, which you can find on the website www.gelijkekansen.org.
The work of the Foundation will continue with your support and I am very pleased to introduce to you the
new chairman of the board, Daniel Stolk. He has lived in Kenya for many years and has local experience.
He is therefore the right man for the job. I thank you for the trust you put in me as chairwoman and where
applicable, I thank you for the excellent collaboration.
Please stay loyal to the good work of the Foundation.
I with you all the best.
Anne-Marie Nieuwenhuizen-Oosterling.
The Foundation’s new address is:
Piet van Polsingel 28
3056 AK Rotterdam
the Netherlands
The account number and email address remain unchanged.
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Progress from our projects
Tezo Community farm

In the last newsletter, it was mentioned that the founding of a poultry farm had begun. The property in
question has now been fenced in, which was proceeded by a new land survey to prevent any future issues.
Trees and crops have also been planted near the fence.
Meanwhile, an almost 15 meter deep well has been dug. Due to the coral rock, the digging in the deep
layers took longer than expected. How that the fencing has finished, weeding will be started, followed by
planting borders.
On the rest of the land, fruit trees such as coconut trees, moringa, orange trees and lemon trees will be
planted. Due to the long periods of drought in Kenya, the water from the well is required for irritation. The
next phase will be building a house for the caretaker and applying for electricity. After that, building the
chicken coop should not take much time and the project fund from Alle Beetjes Foundation can be used for
the purchase of chicks, which will then be raised for sale. The rest of the money from the project fund will
be used to start the poultry farm, for instance by building a barn, purchasing feed and a water pump.
The caretaker will be present at the poultry farm and will live in the house. He will take care of and protect
the farm and land as well as he can. The plan is to have the poultry farm up and running at the start of
2020. We are very helpful for the help from locals for this project, such as Chris Msamba and Samuel
Okongo.
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Move of Dorcas and start of a store

As mentioned in the last newsletter, the Dorcas team could not stay at their current location. A new plot of
land that was both located in Dagoretti Corner and affordable had to be found quickly, and a move should
soon follow. The owner of the current plot of land had doubled the monthly lease, which Jacinta and her
team could no longer afford.
The Dorcas team on their intended new land and the start of their future
Jacinta, the manager of Dorcas, and her family have devoted their lives to Dorcas and all who have found
their homes there. They have been working towards owning a plot of land, a permanent home for the
children in Dagoretti. That moment has now come. The new plot of land will be in her name, but she will
only be the manager. The land will be owned by the Dorcas Foundation.
The ground will therefore never be able to be sold for commercial or personal gain. Owning this land will
enable Dorcas to build a permanent home that is up to code. The government has strict regulations for
school buildings. Jacinta therefore hopes that at least some of the classrooms and dormitories can be built
with a concrete foundation. The other buildings will be wooden construction with roofs of corrugated
iron, as is the case right now. It all depends on how much money will be available for the move and the
first phase of the new build. The entire process will take approximately three months, assuming that the
purchase of land will be finalized in December 2019. Meanwhile, Jacinta will continue her efforts to procure
funds for the move. The move itself will take place in December, during Christmas break.
The purchase of ground has cost approximately €65,000 and was partially funded by our Foundation, partly
by Dorcas and aided by local fund raising and a local loan. As soon as the move has taken place, income
can be generated through the store and mill. This project is being sponsored by the Hofstee Foundation
and the Mundo Crastino Meliori Foundation.
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The last active contribution by our former
chairwoman

This past year, the foundation has received several gifts
from the Christian Primary school in Waardhuizen. This
year, our chairwoman received an invitation to talk about
the work of our foundation. The school wishes to support
an educational end of year trip with the proceeds of the
offertory at their Christmas celebration. In accordance
with the board, Anne-Marie has agreed to give this final
presentation.

An application for a grant for the furnishing of classrooms at the Mundo Crastino
Meliori Foundation

Thanks to the annual financial support from Mundo Crastino Meliori Foundation, we have been able to
proceed with multiple projects. Due to the upcoming move of Dorcas and the high expenses that come
with it, we have applied for a grant from this foundation once more. This money would be used to furnish
classrooms after the move. We hope this will be granted.

Report Dorcas, Nairobi

Despite the high price of food and the decline in help from the local community, madam Nadine and Lucy
manage to keep their heads above water and meet the children’s basic needs, such as three meals a day,
with help of the Kenya Foundation Equal Chances and the Lift the Children Foundation. The vegetable
patch near the town center provided the children with fresh vegetables as an accompaniment to their daily
fare. After all, one can only focus in class and stay healthy on a full stomach. Madam Nadine has bought
firewood and food for Dorcas and Lift the Children provided medical and sanitary facilities, despite the
high medical cost. Madam Zippora Kegema from Lift the Children Foundation remains a loyal supporter of
Dorcas, thanks to her continued support consisting of rice, vegetable oil and sugar. Her support and loyalty
are incredibly valued and play a large role in our foundation’s goal: interdependence between Dorcas and
the community.
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There is more good news to report. With financial support from our foundation, the correct governmentissued study books could be purchased. The new curriculum was established in 2018 and up until now,
the children did not have access to the correct educational materials. The children’s sincere gratitude and
enthusiasm shines through in this picture.
For Kenyan children, receiving an education and having the opportunity to improve their future is not
guaranteed. Many children’s lives have been changed by receiving education and this motivates the kids to
put their best foot forward and build a future for themselves.

Dalmas, one of the students of Dorcas, is a great example of this. He is planning to go to university. Nairobi
Center has sent various students to the National University over the years. Dalmas Nyongesa has been
accepted at Egerton University, one of the best agricultural universities in East Africa.
This is an amazing accomplishment and a true inspiration for students and the community. Dalmas is
beneficiaries, who moved to the center of Nairobi as a young child. Our other interns also support Dorcas
by teaching the students during holidays. A true win-win situation!

Florence graduates next year.

Anorida and Florence, both mentioned in the last newsletter, are thriving at their training.
The foundation has offered them the opportunity to finish their course to become a certified
teacher. Anorida is currently doing her practical classes, but has also been supporting
teachers in planning their classes and evaluating their students. She will finish her course next
April. Florence finished taking her final national exams last July. Both students have shown
tremendous dedication and motivation to receive good grades and finish their education.
They often support the teachers of Dorcas in their educational duties, which in turn improves
the quality of the education the children receive. We wish both students the best of luck in
finishing their degrees.

Dental check-up

PCEA Kikuyu Hospital has offered free dental check-ups and treatment and the children of
Dorcas have been making use of these services. All went in for a dental check-up and where
necessary, they were treated. Usually, this was only done whenever the children complained of
a toothache, but regular preventative check-ups are of course preferred.
In the last newsletter, we asked for extra donations to put towards the purchase of new mattresses and
blankets, to replace old and worn ones. The month of July was a cold one, due to the Kenyan rain season
and the lack of proper beds, several children have fallen ill. We’d like to draw your attention to this situation
once more and ask again for financial aid.
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All help, in any way, shape or form, is appreciated! Some benefactors help by educating the children, others
come and play with them or show their support via goods and/or services. They are all vital for the growth
and development of the children and we’d like to extend our sincerest thanks for their dedication and
support.

Report Child Support, Mombase

Lilian has been able to report that the children of
Child Support are doing well. She has been kept
very busy by the change in educational system by
the government. Lilian has finished her teacher
training, but she was not able to be graded due
to pregnancy leave. She is expected to graduate
next year. Sheilah has started her training and is
also expected to graduate next year. The center
now only has one uncertified teacher-assistant:
Matrine. The Mombase Centre has to meet the legal
standards of certified educational personnel. She
is currently sponsoring her education herself and
hopes to finish next year.
The Department of Education requires the children at Child Support to be able to follow the entire
curriculum. In the long term, expansion to include grade 8 is required. The number of students will remain
the same at 60: 25 boys and 35 girls. Just like Dorcas, Child Support has received money to purchase
educational materials for the new curriculum.
Due to the lack of food, the parents, family members or guardians of the children at Child Support pay
a small fee to bridge the financial gap. This fee pays for the morning meals. The money provided by the
foundation partly pays for the teachers’ salaries.
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We estimate the purchase of the new land to relocate
St. Dorcas at € 42.000. We appreciate extra financial
support for this.
At the end of 2019, we’d like to thank you once more for
your trust and support that allows us to continue our work, to
help the underprivileged children towards a better future for
themselves, their surroundings and the country they live in.
Together, we make a small step towards a better world.

We wish you meaningful holidays and
the best wishes for 2020!
Sincerely,
The board of Kenya Foundation Equal Chances

Kenya Foundation Equal Chances runs exclusively on gifts and sponsoring. All board members work on
a voluntary basis and companies work either for free or at cost price. Every penny spent is accounted
for and will go towards food, drinking water, education or housing for the children.
If you wish to donate to one of the current projects: the move of St. Dorcas, the store, the pump or the
new exam candidates of 2018, it would be greatly appreciated.
We are incredibly grateful for every gift, great or small.
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IBAN: NL96RABO0103484620 BIC RABONL2U
in the name of Kenya Foundation Equal Chances

Much thanks to all our loyal donors and companies.

Kenya Foundation Equal Chances
Piet v/d Polsingel 28
3056 AK Rotterdam
Netherlands

www.gelijkekansen.org
email: info@gelijkekansen.org
IBAN: NL96RABO0103484620
BIC RABONL2U
KvK Nr: 18081819

