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Newsletter April 2020

Dear donors and benefactors, employees of companies, schools 
and churches that follow and support our foundation,

At the start of the new year, we’d like to keep you informed about the 
developments that have taken place at Dorcas in Nairobi and Child Support in 
Mombase.

This newsletter will contain the following subjects:
• Foreword from our chairman, Daniël Stolk
• Reports of both projects
• Florence and Lilian’s graduation
• Christmas trip and a bonus for the teachers in Mombase
• Gifts
• Social media
• Annual financial statements (in attachment)

Foreword from our chairman, Daniël Stolk
After floods in several areas in Kenya earlier this year, with negative consequences 
for local agriculture, followed by a locust plague spreading into the country from 
Ethiopia, I had hoped to be able to share some good news in this foreword. 
Unfortunately, against the background of the current unprecedented global 
pandemic, I have to also mention COVID-19 and the way it is affecting both our 
projects. As I am writing this, the largest outbreak of COVID-19 is in China, closely 
followed by Europe. It is expected that the virus will soon further spread to the USA 
and eventually also reach Africa and other poorer nations.

40 children, who have nowhere to go due to COVID-19 
school closures, are staying at St. Dorcas
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Covid19
Due to the living conditions in countries like Kenya, limited medical facilities, lack of money for people
to purchase sufficient hygienic items, large families often living together in small houses, the open 
markets, crowded slums etc., we have to be prepared for the worst. The government is therefore very 
concerned and although there are no deaths caused by COVID-19 at the time of writing this, the Kenyan 
authorities have already taken drastic measures to protect its population. Schools are closed (ours 
included), there are no markets, no public transport, people have to stay indoors as much as possible, a 
curfew has been imposed, and social distancing is being enforced.
 
The current situation in Europe, Italy in front, is a frightening scenario for the population. Kenya has a
relatively young population, which will hopefully help the country get through this crisis. Regardless, this 
will be a very challenging time for both projects and it will cause delays in their journey towards self-
sufficiency. Is there no positive news?

Positive
Fortunately, there is, a lot in fact, which you will read further on in this newsletter. People in both 
Mombasa and… Thank you for your incredible support, especially during these difficult times, in which the 
situation changes daily and the long term adverse effects are still unknow. It is certain that the poorest 
will unfortunately be hit the hardest again and they will not be able to get back up without your solidarity. 
On behalf of the Foundation, I wish you and your loved ones all the best and good health in the coming 
months. Stay safe and stay connected.

Jacinta with a few children and coworkers, in front of the new purchased land
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Report Dorcas
 

Dismantling the old school building
The team and volunteers at Dorcas were ecstatic
to receive the Foundation’s contribution to the
move of Dorcas. They have immediately started
moving the materials to the new land. Many things have started: the foundation, a new gate, the
construction of a well, electrical supply etc. Establishing the new building structures is now the highest 
priority in Nairobi.

Due to the strict regulations when it comes to the safety of school buildings, it is not possible for Jacinta to
execute the move with less than €36000 budget. This money is needed to realize four permanent 
classrooms, two dormitories, a well, electrical supply, a semi-permanent kitchen and the other semi-
permanent classrooms. Jacinta has researched whether the move could be done with less money, but it 
would not be possible. Moreover, it would be a waste if the buildings would have to be torn down later 
because they would not comply with regulations. The fund raising in Nairobi continues.

Extra financial support for the move would be very much appreciated and we welcome 
every fund raising effort!
 

Morning roll call at St. Dorcas

Dismantling the old school building



4

Newsletter April 2020

The new classrooms are starting to appear on  
the newly purchased land

Foundations for the store/kiosk
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Many students of Dorcas were afraid that Dorcas would have to close its doors due to the new safety 
regulations. These worries threatened to affect their progress and they received psychosocial guidance 
from volunteers.

Dalmas Nyongesa, student of Dorcas who entered the Nairobi centre as a child, has been accepted at
Egerton University, one of the best agricultural institutions of East Africa. An amazing achievement and an 
inspiration for the other students at Dorcas and the community.

Exam fees have been transferred and the board of the Foundation has transferred the money donated by 
the Hofstee Foundation and the Mundo Crastino Meliori Foundation, to make a start on the store and mill 
as soon as possible, to allow the centre to generate additional income.

final exam candidates Dorcas, from right to left:
 Hilder Kedenyi, Mercy Mutanu, Pheney Awour and Carolyne Wanjiru

Purchase of new matresses and blankets in Dorcas, 
Nairobi
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Report Child Support
  

Tezo Roka Farm
The roof is almost finished and new the home 
for the future caretaker of the poultry farm is 
nearly ready. At the end of April, they hope 
to have finished the sewage, septic tank and 
interior finishing.  Then a start can be made for 
the purchase of the breeding chicks. The planted 
trees and plants are doing well. The Child 
Support team has given the remaining tasks 
at the Tezo Roka farm to Samuel Okongo and 
Lenjo, so the teachers can focus on teaching the 
children.

Students
At this point in time, there are 60 children 
receiving education at Child Support. We started 
with 30 children, which is the number of students 
the budget for Child Support was based on. Over 
the years, the number has grown to 60. This is a 
conscious decision the team has made, to allow 
more children to receive their primary education 
at Child Support. As a result of this, an extra 
teacher had to be hired and the food expenses 
have grown. With the support of the local…
they were able to meet project expenses until 
now, but with increased food prices, they have 
come to a point where the current budget is no 
longer sufficient. The board of the Foundation 
has encouraged the team to look for more local 
sponsors and companies. In addition, the land at 
the Tezo Roka farm could be used to grow fruit 
and vegetables, which Dorcas in Nairobi has also 
been doing. Everybody in Kenya is struggling to 
make ends meet, and being active is necessary to 
get through this crisis. Initiative is needed to fill 
the gap in the budget.

The Mombase Centre does not yet meet the 
legal standards for educational personnel. 
The centre is on the lookout for sponsors, so 
their last teacher Matrine can take a refresher 
course. Child Support will then comply with 
these standards and will be able to offer the full 
primary school curriculum.
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Florence and Lilian’s graduation
In the November 2019  newsletter, we 
mentioned that Anorida and Florence from 
Dorcas were studying to become a fully 
qualified teacher. 

We have since received news from 
Jacinta that Florence has graduated. 
Congratulations! Anorida hopes to finish 
her studies in 2020. We wish her the best 
of luck! 

In the picture, Florence is wearing her 
graduation gown for the occasion.

We received news from Child Support 
Mombase that Lilian will graduate in April 
from the Shanzu Teachers Training College.
Sheilah has started her course: the centre 
now has one unqualified teacher left: 
Matrine. They are looking for sponsors who 
will fund her education.

It is a joy to receive these messages, this 
is why we do what we do! Having well-
educated teachers ensures good-quality 
education for the children!

Child Support in Mombase, with Lilian (head mistress), Sheila, 
Matrine (teachers), the cook Esther, and Lenjo

Lilian, head mistress and  
administrator

Sponsored shirts

Florence in  
graduation gown
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Christmas trip and a bonus for the teachers in Mombase
Thanks to the amazing result from the Christmas fundraiser from the Christian Primary School in 
Waardhuizen, €262,95, the teachers at Child Support were able to hold an end of year party for the children. 
They visited the Haller Park in Mombase, which is a zoo. The children enjoyed this day, which ended with a 
picnic, immensely. The teachers were also glad to receive a bonus for their often unpaid work at the school.

Gifts
In this time of internet and social media, unusual contacts can sometimes be made. We received the 
following email from Joep Schroeders:

Dear Kenya Foundation Equal Chances,

In March, me and my partner will travel to Kenya. We land in Nairobi on the 12th of March and will start 
travelling on the 13th. As a father of two children, I would love to do something for the children in Nairobi. I 
found your website through Google.

We would be able to bring a suitcase filled with books, toys, stationary etc. Would that be helpful? It would 
have to be collected on the morning of Friday the 13th of March.

I’d love to hear from you.

Kind regards,
Joep Schroeders

Daniël, our chairman, has gotten in touch with Joep Schroeders immediately. He advised him to bring a 
suitcase filled with toys and educational materials. It would be incredibly helpful if he could purchase some 
hygiene items locally and give those to Jacinta at their hotel, because he and his partner would only be 
staying in Nairobi for one night. Unfortunately, the Corona virus threw a spanner in the works and the trip 
had to be cancelled. We sincerely hope the trip to Kenya can be rescheduled in the near future and that this 
incredible plan can be executed.
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Kenya Foundation Equal Chances runs exclusively on gifts and sponsoring. All board members work on 
a voluntary basis and companies work either for free or at cost price. Every penny spent is accounted 

for and will go towards food, drinking water, education or housing for the children.
If you wish to donate to one of the current projects: the move of St. Dorcas, the store, the pump or the 

new exam candidates of 2018, it would be greatly appreciated.
We are incredibly grateful for every gift, great or small.

IBAN: NL96RABO0103484620 BIC RABONL2U 
in the name of Kenya Foundation Equal Chances

A story which we hope 
will inspire other donors
Our former chairwoman 
Annemarie Nieuwenhuizen, 
who has only recently stepped 
down from her position, has 
celebrated her 70th birthday in 
February with a big party. She 

asked not to receive any gifts, but for the guests 
to bring a donation for the Foundation instead. 
In doing so, she has raised €1100,-! An amazing 
feat that will be used to purchase new beds and 
desks. A small part of this sum, combined with 
a reserve on the budget of the Foundation, will 
be used to purchase twenty new mattresses and 
blankets, to replace rather worn out ones. Our 
sincere thanks for your unrelenting support for 
our Foundation!

We were glad to receive a contribution of €2000 
from the Mundo Crastino Meliori Foundation, 
for which we are sincerely grateful. Especially 
with the unexpected high costs for the move of 
Dorcas, this money will be well spent.

We are ever thankful for the consistent support 
by Lift the Children Fund. Mrs. Zipora Kegema 
continues to support Dorcas by donating rice, 
vegetable oil and sugar.

Social media
The Foundation has been active on Facebook 
for a while, but we have now also joined both 
Linkedin and Instagram. This way, we hope to 
come into contact with even more people, and 
we hope that more people will consider giving 
a donation or a gift. As a donor, we’d be very 
grateful if you share our accounts on these 
network with your friends and family.

Spread the word!

We’d like to direct your attention to the 
attachments, which include the annual financial 
statements.

In conclusion
2020 will be an important year for both centres. 
The team of Dorcas will focus on the move and 
the founding of a store for the mill, to generate 
extra income. The Child Support team will have to 
become more self-sufficient, and the income gained 
from starting the poultry farm and a vegetable patch 
will have to help them.

Do your part to help!
At the very last minute, we received this wonderful 
news! The newsletter had already been sent to our 
webmaster, when we received news from the EWS 
Group from Sleeuwijk that they would donate €6000 
for the build of a new dormitory on the purchased 
land.

We are incredibly thankful 
and we hope that this 
news may inspire other 
businesses or donors to 
contribute. Every penny 
is welcome and will help us pay for the build of the 
other four classrooms and one dormitory.

If you’d like to sponsor a dormitory or classroom 
on behalf of yourself or your business, we ask you 
to get in touch with us or to donate to this specific 
cause! Thank you in advance!
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Much thanks to all our loyal donors and companies.


