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Newsletter December 2020

Dear donors, private organisations, churches and other well-wishers who follow and 
support our foundation,

At the end of this quite remarkable year 2020, we would like to inform you about all 
the developments that have taken place at our projects Dorcas in Nairobi and Child 
Support in Mombasa.

The following topics will be highlighted in this newsletter:
• Introduction by our chairman, Daniël Stolk
• Latest from Dorcas, Nairobi
• Latest from Child Support, Mombasa
• Donations
• Holiday wishes 

A foreword by our chairman…
2020 for sure shall be remembered in 
history as the year of the COVID-19 
pandemic, which has not only impacted 
us in many ways but also the developing 
countries, particularly the poorest in the 
world. Global poverty is expected to rise 
significantly in 2021. Unfortunately, also 
our two projects in Kenya have been 
affected severely.

For this reason, the Board of the Dutch 
Foundation has unanimously decided to 
postpone the planned termination of 
the foundation in 2021 by at least one 
year. The transition, which was planned 
for 2020, has not been able to take place 
due to the nationwide lockdown, which 
has been in place in Kenya since March. 
As a very positive development, we have 
managed to establish and register a new 
local sister foundation in Kenya. This 
new Kenya based foundation will in time 
take over the care of both projects and 

will play an important part during the 
transition and the gradual handover of 
tasks.

As the chairman, I am humbled and 
extremely grateful to our small group 
of volunteers that is willing to continue 
supporting our destitute children 
in Kenya. We hope that you as our 
esteemed donors and well-wishers, will 
also appreciate this and we can jointly 
continue with our work supporting the 
two schools in Kenya and helping these 
kids and youngsters with a brighter 
future.

On behalf of the foundation, I would 
like to thank you from the bottom of 
our hearts for the amazing support. In 
a year, which had its challenges for all 
of us, I wish you all a blessed X-mas 
season with your loved ones and a 
healthy and prosperous 2021.
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Report Dorcas, Nairobi
Like the rest of the world, Kenya has been struggling 
under the Corona-pandemic. The government has 
officially closed all schools in March, except for the 
students in their final years of both elementary and 
secondary schools who were the only group allowed 
to resume classes in October.Teachers were 
obliged to stay at home, often without access to 
online education and without receiving their salaries.

Dorcas has been forced to partially close due to the 
COVID-19 measures: not only the school, but the 
home as well, as group formation is prohibited. The 
same goes for our day-school in Mombasa. 

We are very happy to have been able to support 
the teachers from both centres during this difficult 
time. Both centres continue offering support to a 
group of children who have otherwise nowhere else 
to go. A group of approximately 50 children (who 
were formerly homeless) has remained at the new 
Dorcas. The authorities are fortunately turning a 
blind eye. In Mombasa, equally some of the children 
are taken in and supported during the day to the 
best of the team’s abilities within the continuing 
covid restrictions.

While writing this newsletter, the hopeful news 
reached us that, circumstances permitting, schools 
in Kenya will reopen for all students on the 4th of 
January 2021.

Thanks to their resilience, the team in Dorcas 
keeps on going, despite the challenges, and 
remains positive about their future at the new 
location. Despite the limitations due to Corona, 
the construction at Dorcas continued, keeping the 
social distancing measures in mind. By moving 
the Home to the new plot of land, much has been 
accomplished. There are now three classrooms, two 
dormitories, sanitary-, water- and electrical facilities. 
The space that will house the future store/kiosk has 
also been realised.

However, more is required to offer all the children 
good housing and enough classrooms, especially 
with the social distancing requirements. As soon 
as the school reopens next year, additional new 
mattresses and bedding will also have to be 
purchased.

The schools have reopened partially in October, 
only for students in their final (exam) year. During 

Sanitaire Sanitary facilities under construction

These children were taken in at the new loca-
tion on a permanent basis. In the foreground is 

Jacinta Taimutu, Dorcas Project Manager
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Future store/kiosk under construction

Dormitory, temporarily in use as a class-
room for students in their final year

Each child needs to have its own desks due to social 
distancing rules

the day, the other children receive their meals in the 
new owned location whereby they can still play at 
the old site until the end of the year. In this way, the 
20 students in their final year can safely receive their 
courses in the new classrooms and dormitories. 

Before the pandemic, three children often shared 
one school desk. Due to the required social 
distancing, every student now is required to have 
his/her own desk. The purchase of single person 
desks was therefore required by the government. 
The foundation managed to provide funds for 25 
desks which will allow the students in their final year 
to continue their education and take their exams 
next year. Thanks to another generous donor, other 
hygienical items required could also be purchased, 
such as soap, masks and thermometers.

Due to the challenging economic situation, the 
rising food prices, fear of contamination and the 
restriction of movement, the support of local donors 
has essentially dried up. Jacinta Taimutu, the Dorcas 
manager, and her team have been really struggling. 
The prospects for the team in Child Support, 
Mombasa are also a challenging year 2021 again 
ahead of them.

The children in lower classes will have to resit this 
school year. Due to social distancing, a reduction 
in the number of students at both centres seems 
unavoidable in order to safely provide education in 
limited classroom space.

Food-support
Our foundation has always tried to provide the 
children with two to three meals a day. Despite the 
pandemic and its effects on the support of the local 
community, the teams are still aiming to meet this 
goal, with the Foundation’s financial help. To reduce 
the cost of living, the courtyard at the new location 
is temporarily being used to grow vegetables. The 
yields of the vegetable patch are being used 
for the meals. Local well-wishers and donors were 
still able to contribute food occasionally but were 
required to drop this off at the entrance, due to 
hygienic measures.

Training of teachers
The teacher’s education in Kenya was closed at 
the start of the pandemic. This led to Lilian, Sheila, 
Metrine and Anorida not being able to finish their 
courses at the end of April. Florence had already 
finished her course and has graduated. Recently, 
the courses were able to continue where the safety 
requirements could be met and Lilian, Sheila and 
Metrine have been able to take their exams in 
October. The results are expected in December.

The construction of the kiosk with its planned grain 
mill has been finished and the store is expected, 
covid circumstances permitting, to open during 
the course of 2021. Due to budgetary restrictions, 
we need to start with semi-permanent classrooms 
consisting of a concrete foundation and corrugated 
iron. Our dream for Dorcas is to build a permanent 
school facility one day.
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The courtyard is temporarily being used to grow 
vegetables.

Students enjoying their meal at the new 
location.

Students in their final year receive their education at a safe distance.

Pictures of (unfortunately) empty playgrounds… at Child Support, Mombase

Report Child Support, Mombasa
The Corona-pandemic affects the entire educational 
system. Not only has the government decided to 
keep the schools closed until next year at least, the 
purchase of new educational books has been 
postponed until 2021 as well.

Like Dorcas, Child Support is closed until next year, 
except for 8 students in their final year. They are 
allowed again preparing for their exams, keeping the 
safety regulations in mind. Of the 60 children who 
normally receive their education at Child Support, 
approximately 25 children regularly visit the centre 
to receive support (day care and meals).

The team and the parents at Child Support still 
plan to expand Child Support in future, allowing 
it to offer the full programme and become a fully 
fletched primary school. Meeting this goal will be a 
challenge, due to the budget restrictions.

The government had promised to provide schools 
with masks and disinfectants, but in practice, this 
help was only provided in the cities. Thanks to a 
generous anonymous donor, we were able to 
supply these items to both centres.
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Katy in discussion with the Mombase team (Lenjo and Sheila, the two teachers, and Esther, 
who provides the meals every day) during a visit at the farm.

Tezo Roka Farm Mombasa, the long-term plan
To establish the farm, a farm manager will be 
appointed as soon as possible who will live on 
the site permanently. This custodian will also be 
responsible for irrigation, produce and future taking 
care of the animals on site.

The construction of the farm itself is almost 
completed. Once electricity, sanitary facilities and 
a water pump have been realised, the planned 
activities at the farm are set to start.

Initially, the plan was to start a poultry farm. 
Unfortunately, due to the high cost of chicken feed, 
this plan has turned out to not be viable. The new 
plan is to keep goats or pigs at the farm, instead 
of chickens combined with growing of crops and 
fruits.

The top layer of the ground consists of coral rock 
which could be partly excavated to improve the 
land. In Kenya, coral is used in construction and 
it could therefore be sold. The land could be used 
grow vegetables and additional mango or orange 
trees for example could be planted.

The team at Child Support has requested assistance 
in writing a business plan. Katy Aldrick, also board 
member of the new local foundation in Kenya, and 
working in the Port of Mombasa, has offered to help 
establishing the farm. The team is expected to 
present various proposals and decide with Katy on 
the best way forward.
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Donations
In previous newsletters, we often mentioned about the support of Mrs Zipora Kegema from the Lift the Children 
Foundation in the centre of Nairobi, who supported the children with various products. Unfortunately, they have 
also been hit hard by the effects of the pandemic and they have been forced to reduce their support.

Thanks to generous donations from the Church/Diaconate Uitwijk/Waardhuizen and EWS (Eco Worldwide 
Solutions) Ltd. in Werkendam, even during this challenging year, a sum of 1200 euros could be made available 
for the Christmas celebration and a small end of year bonus for the staff at both centres.

In addition, EWS has contributed to the purchase of additional single student desks.

The youth commission of the protestant municipality Uitwijk/Waardhuizen has transferred the yields of the 
offertory of the youth service.

On behalf of the children and the staff in Kenya, we’d like to offer our sincerest appreciation for all your great 
support!

Two girls of the 60 students at 
Child Support, Mombasa
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Many thanks to all our loyal donors and companies.

Dear donors, private organisations, churches and other well-wishers,

As the board we try to lower the costs to a minimum, so nearly all the money donated 
can be used for food, shelter and education for the children in Kenya. With this in mind, 

we won’t send you a Christmas card, but our well-wishes in this newsletter. 

On behalf of all the children and adults who are involved in our projects, we wish you: 

Merry Christmas with your loved ones 
and a healthy and prosperous 2021

An extra donation is very helpful!

At this time of the year and with Covid-19, we could use an extra donation. 
Our sincerest gratitude for any extra gifts to:

NL96RABO0103484620 / BIC RABONL2U 

Kenya Foundation Equal Chances


