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Newsletter April 2021

Dear donors, businesses and churches who follow and support the 
work of our foundation,

At the start of what will hopefully be a more positive year worldwide, we would
like to inform you about all the developments that have taken place at our projects
Dorcas in Nairobi and Child Support in Mombasa.

In this edition, we are pleased to share with you the following updates:
• Preface by our chairman, Daniël Stolk
• Report Dorcas, Nairobi
• Students’ success stories
• Report Child Support, Mombasa
• A response to the last Newsletter
• New Printing Shop 
• Donations
• Partnership with Local Bean Brothers
• In Memoriam

Preface by our chairman
After the schools in Kenya had finally reopened last January (after being closed for 
9 months!), we received the latest information that the number of COVID-19 cases 
in Kenya is once more on the rise again. Public establishments, including universities 
and schools therefore had to close again on the 29th of March and will remain 
closed until at least the 10th of May. This is a huge set back, primarily because many 
children often do not return to school, for a variety of reasons. At both our projects, 
however, the teams have been working very hard during the last three months and 
the good news is that all the children have returned to school. Besides the regular 
lessons, this period has also been used to prepare for the postponed 2020 exams. In 
Mombasa, all students in their final year have passed their exams despite the limited 
preparation time and the students in Nairobi are ready to finally take their exams in 
April.

Jacintha Thaimuta with the 2020 final exam students
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The board of the Dutch foundation has been very busy with the 2020/2021 planning and the annual reports. 
A special word of appreciation for ESJ Financial Engineering/Accountants for taking care of and approving 
the 2020 annual financial statement at no charge. This will be available on the website, together with the 
annual reports and the management plan for 2020/2021. 

In addition to the educational support, monthly food assistance and sponsoring of the exam candidates, 
construction works continued at Dorcas, preparations continued setting up a farm project in Mombasa, the 
kiosk/mill project and providing continued support to the new Kenyan sister foundation, which was founded 
at the end of 2019. Unfortunately, the pandemic continued, also hitting Kenya hard. At the end of March, the 
number of COVID-19 cases has risen by 20% compared to the start of 2021. This will severely impact our long 
term objective to help both projects becoming self-sufficient. 

The board is determined however to reach this goal eventually. We will continue to assist the projects to the 
best of our ability and help them in realizing our common dreams. Despite the likewise difficult times for us 
in the Netherlands and abroad, we hope you will continue to support our foundation. On behalf of the board 
members, the teams in Kenya and all the students in our two projects, we are grateful for
your continued support in 2021.

Report Dorcas, Nairobi
The schools in Kenya reopened at the start of the 
year. Because of COVID-19, the schools had to meet 
strict sanitation requirements in order to welcome 
the children back safely. For the principal, Jacintha 
Thaimuta, preparing the school to become COVID-
safe on a tight budget has been a true challenge. With 
financial support from the Foundation, she was able 
to purchase the mandatory face masks, thermometers 
and disinfectants and the school was able to reopen in 
January. In the nine months that Dorcas was closed, the 
local community was not able to contribute much, both 
due to fear of contamination and economic hardship. 

With your support, the exam students and the group 
of street children/orphans who permanently reside at 
Dorcas were able to enjoy two meals every day. Due 
to the closure of the schools, the government decided 
to postpone the final exams to April 2021. The closure 
also affected the regulations concerning the new school 
books, which were postponed several times. At the 
start of the new year, the government finally published 
the new curriculum standards. Thanks to a special 
contribution, the latest required educational material 
and books have been purchased. 

The team at Dorcas has partially moved to the new 
location. The planned kiosk/mill will hopefully open 
its doors during 2021, provided COVID-regulations 
and additional financial support will allow. For this 
income generating project, approximately €5000 is 
needed. Meanwhile, the construction of additional 
classrooms will for sure continue, thanks to fantastic 
new contributions received at the start of this year from 
our great sponsors. (See “Gifts”)

Purchase new books in January

The Dorcas team in front of the planned store/kiosk
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Despite the tough COVID-19 sanitation measures, social distancing and continued need for upgrading of 
the school facilities, the team at Dorcas is determined to ensure all children can also be accommodated in 
2021. This is of particular importance because it is primarily the poorest who have been hit the hardest by the 
current economic impact with poverty and hunger on the rise globally. 

Finally, we’d like to report that thanks to the fantastic year’s end contribution from the Church/Diaconate 
Uitwijk/Waardhuizen, the traditional Christmas/New Year party at Dorcas (and Mombasa as well) has been a 
great success. A much-needed unforgettable day for staff and kids after a very long and difficult period.

Christmas dinner at St Dorcas
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Students’ success stories

In 2009, Equal Chances Kenya Foundation and the St. Dorcas 
project in Nairobi started their partnership to provide 
children in the slums in Nairobi a chance for a better future, 
with the idea of “Books and Bread” in mind. Pictured are a 
few students who have graduated and have been able to 
continue their successful journeys in life. These children, 
some of whom were homeless in the past will now share 
some of their success stories, made possible by your support. 
Since 2010, the Foundation has been able to offer food and 
education to nearly 200 students. For many children, this
help came at the right time. The project which has strong 
local support has been registered locally and our common 
objective is to provide these children with a brighter future.

Selpher Mbone
Selpher Mbone was one of our first students who was taken 
in and supported by Dorcas from an early age onwards. 
The Foundation has sponsored her education to become 
a graduated and licensed primary school teacher. After 
she finished her course, she has spent a year teaching the 
children at Dorcas and mentoring other students for free. She 
is very thankful for the opportunities she received in the past 
and says the following about it:

“I know I will never be able to repay the Foundation for what 
it has done for me, but I will continue to work hard to give 
other children the same chance that I have had. To me, what 
the Foundation has given me is a gift that cannot be bought, 
sold or forgotten.”

Selpher has been fortunate meanwhile to have found a 
permanent job with the Kenyan educational system as a 
fulltime teacher. She continues to visit Dorcas to share her 
experiences and persistence not to give up and she continues 
to voluntarily teach the children every now and then.

Dalmas Nyogesa
Dalmas Nyogesa was saved from the slums in Nairobi and 
taken to Dorcas as a young child. Dalmas considers Jacintha 
to be his mother and Dorcas his only home. The boy was 
one of Dorcas’s top students which was the reason that 
he received a government scholarship to attend Egertan 
University Nakura to get a Bachelor’s degree in trade. Dalmas 
also continues regularly visiting Docas and assists the 
children’s teaching on a voluntary basis.

A few of our alumni…

Selpher with her guardian 
Jacintha

Dalmas Nyogesa



5

Newsletter April 2021

Jendricks Kasiti and Anorida Mwali
Jendricks Kasiti came to Dorcas as a young child 
as well. She had great talents for acting, singing 
and poetry. Kasiti has just graduated from the St. 
Paul University with a degree in psychology. She 
is still looking for a fulltime job and is currently 
volunteering at Dorcas to teach her “Dorcas 
brothers and sisters”. 

Anorida Mwali is also one of our first sponsored 
students and has recently graduated at the 
Orthodox College of Africa with a degree in 
education. Her education was fully sponsored by 
the Foundation. Anorida has decided to teach at 
Dorcas fulltime and receives a small wage.

Report Child Support, Mombase
From the 26th of October until the 23rd of 
December of last year, the school was able to 
partially open for the 8 students in their final year 
of primary school. Of these 8 students, 5 were able 
to attend classes physically and the other 3, who 
had travelled to their home town, managed to 
attend classes virtually. The children who were in 
school, strictly followed the COVID-19 regulations 
and were able to continue their lessons, despite 
all the challenges. The children who were at home 
also managed well. 

Despite school closure, children often received 
breakfast and lunch from the school regularly 
which benefited their health through the difficult 
period. In January of this year, also Child Support 
in Mombasa was able to fully reopen and all 40 
students have returned to their respective classes. 
Fortunately, the teachers have also done very 
well with their foundation sponsored educational 
courses. Teacher Metrine has meanwhile finished 
her exams, Lilian and Sheila had already finished 
their exams earlier this year. All of them have 
received the great news that they have graduated 
with a degree in secondary education. A fantastic 
achievement!

The Mombasa team is also grateful for the 
Christmas bonus which they received from 
the Foundation as well as the continuation of 
their monthly salary enabling them to continue 
supporting their families. The Foundation has 
also transferred additional funds to allow them 
to purchase face masks, thermometers and 
disinfectants which allowed the final year students 
to attend classes in 2020 and to allow for the full 
reopening of the school in January of this year. 

Finally, Child Support in Mombase reopens!
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Despite all the issues related to the long lockdown in 2020, the local community continued to support the 
school with small gifts and donations, which will hopefully continue into 2021.
On the 22nd of February, the much delayed end-of-year party in Mombasa could finally take place.
After so many months of staying home, there was finally time for relaxation, enjoy and smiling faces…

Metrine, Lilian and Sheila, the teachers, leaders and main driving force behind Child Support…



7

Newsletter April 2021

Tezo Roka Farm
Samuel Okongo and Lenjo Mshamba have partially completed the build of the Tezo Roka Farm by 
completing the water well, fencing and a farm house. Unfortunately, the planned poultry farm project 
appeared not being financially viable in the long term. Katy Aldrick, one of the board members of the new 
Kenyan Foundation, has contacted an agricultural expert, to work on a proposal for a project that will be 
economically sustainable as long term source of income. Our goal remains to also make Child Support 
self-sufficient in the long term with the future revenue of the farm project. We are currently working on 
establishing power to connect a water pump besides a good business plan. We are still confident that the 
business plan will be finalized during the course of 2021. In the meantime, a caretaker has been appointed 
to maintain the land and the already planted crops and trees.

The most important task of the Child Support team will be to continue educating and mentoring the 
children at school. Finally, we would like to report that the Foundation has agreed to pay for the annual 
school licensing fees (€250). This amount has been transferred to Child Support and received with much 
appreciation.

Looking for the right formula and set-up for the farming project…

A nice response to the newsletter!
Good evening to the board members of Equal Chan-
ces Kenya Foundation,
Thank you for the last newsletter of 2020.
We are fully caught up, and how nice to read that 
despite all the hardships, everything continues!
We wish you well and may God bless you in the 
new year as well,
Henk and Tineke Kraaij
Uitwijk

Thank you for this positive response and support! 
It is nice to hear that our newsletter is being read 
and received so well!

New Printing Shop!
After a long and fruitful collaboration with 
Publipush in Raamsdonkveer, who have printed 
our Newsletters free of charge for many years, this 
collaboration has unfortunately ended because of 
the departure of our contact person. We’d like to 
offer our sincerest appreciation for such wonderful 
support. 

Fortunately, we have found a new print shop in 
Dalfsen, who are also willing to print our Newsletter 
free of charge. For such kindness we would like to 
thank the ‘Printhuus’ in Dalfsen and especially Wilko 
Jan van Nieuwenhuis for this spontaneous offer and 
such great gesture.
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Gifts
Thanks to a contribution by a generous 
donor for the 2020 exams, our candidates 
were able to take their exams in March/April. 
On behalf of all the candidates, our sincerest 
appreciation! But the good news doesn’t end 
here! 

Through new financial contributions, EWS 
Group, Cargo Company and two anonymous 
donors have made it possible to continue 
constructing 3 new classrooms at Dorcas 
Nairobi. Fantastic news and a good start for 
2021. On behalf of the Dorcas team, thank 
you very much!

Partnership with Local Bean Brothers
We received this message via email early 2021:

Dear Equal Chances Kenya Foundation,

I’m approaching you on behalf of Local Bean Brothers. 
We are a small scale coffee roaster, in the process of 
being started. As well as paying a fair price for our 
beans, we would like to give back to the countries of 
origin of these beans. For this reason, we are looking 
for a project to pair our line of Kenyan coffee to. This 
project will be featured on our website, to give our 
customers more information. We would also like to 
donate 25% of the profits of each product. I would like 
to get in touch with you to share information about 
Equal Chances Kenya Foundation and to see whether 
we can start a fruitful collaboration.

Kind regards,

Gianno Beij
Local Bean Brothers

Quiet! The exams have started!

The board has decided to accept this offer 
because the concept and thoughts behind this 
plan resonated a lot with us. The foundation has 
meanwhile signed a contract with Local Bean 
Brothers and we are eager to see how this
coffee roasting company and our partnership will 
develop itself. 

Obviously, we are hoping for a positive result and
we wish them well. If you are interested in this
Kenyan and Ugandan coffee, you are able to
purchase it via their website or via www.bol.com. 
For more information, see: 
https://www.localbeanbrothers.com/ and 
https://www.localbeanbrothers.com/projecten

In Memoriam

At the start of April, we received the sad news that Mr. Henk Stolk passed away. Henk has been a sponsor 
since the start of the Foundation. Through his testament, he decided to make a special contribution to the 

foundation which will be used to sponsor the exams for the 2021 exam candidates. 15 underprivileged talents 
will be able to graduate secondary education through his support. His great gesture lives through them. Our 

sincerest condolences to his family and loved ones.
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Many thanks to all our loyal donors and companies.

The Dorcas family, we are ready for another year, partially thanks to your support!


